I Kennedy. Says 4,000 Left I 
March — 12,000 Troops 
Believed to Remain 
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-WASHINGTON, AprU 3- 
Presldent Kennedy reported atl 
his news conference today that! 

I approximately 4,000 Soviet! 

! troops departed from Cuba ihl 
I March, Ul addition to the 6,d00j 
men who left last November.l 
j This, Mr. Kennedy said, *‘stinl 
I leaves some thousands on the 
island’* and *'we hope they are 
going to be withdrawn.’* [Ques-J 
Ition 3, Page 10-1 

Information made available 
here indicated that hundreds ofl 
Soviet troops were going aboard 
ship in Havana today. 

President Kennedy’s estimate^ 

I suggested that 12,000 to 13,000 
I Soviet trpops remain on the! 
[island. At the height of last! 
October's crisis the number ofl 
Soviet troops in Cuba was put| 

lat 22,000. 

I The Principal Goal 

The withdrawal of as manyl 
Soviet troops as possible froml 
Cuba remains the principal goalT 
I of United States policy in thd 
Caribbean. , This point was re-j 
affirmed In a, diplomatic notd 
delivered, to the Foreign Min-I 
,lstry in Moscow this morningT 
The note was primarily de-l 
signed to: reject Soviet chargesl 
that the United States was re-r 
sponsible' for two raids last! 
month by Cuban rebels againsti 
I Soviet ships in Cuban harbors.! 
i It declared that “the Unitedl 
States I (government catcgori-I 
cally , denies this charge"! 
and empliasized that Washing-I 
ton was opposed to these raids! 

■ and had; been taking stern | 
Imcasiires' to prevent their or- 
Iganization on United States! 
|territory. • I 

The State Department’s note| 

Continued on Page 8, Column 1 


ntinued Fr« m Page.l, CoL 2j| 

a|id Presiden Kennedy’s sub-y 
Stqucnt remarjks in effect linked 
the question >£ the rebel 'raids 
and of the continued presence|| 
of Soviet troops in Cuba. 

The note said that "in taking 
.^gorous action to prevent mis- 
use of it.s territory, the Gov- 
ernment of the United States 
trusts that the government of 
the Union of Socialist Soviet 
Republics will not misinterpret 
auch action as indicating anyj 
I change in United States oppo- 
afJtipn to Soviet military 
f Iht/olvemept in Cuba." 

) Discussing- the problem of 
febel raids from another angle, 
Pfesident Kennedy remarked 
that these attacks not only 
were "ineffective" and did not 
"represent any real blow" at 
Premier Fidel Castro but the 
raids also might help to justify 
the maintenance of Soviet 
troops on the island. 

"It gives additional Incentive 
for the Soviet Union to main- 
tain their personnel In Cuba, 
to send additional units to pro- 
tect their merchant ship.s," the 
President said. 

U. S. Position Underlined 
Mr. Kennedy’s comments un- 
I derlined once myre that the Ad- 
ministration's overriding con- 
cern in dealing with the Cuban 
problem was to avoid situations 
in which heightened military 
tension with the Soviet Unior\ 
might again emerge. ’ , 

While the Administration has 
been steadily maintaining its 
position of sympathy for the 
. foes of Premier Ca.stvo, its poli- 
cies have emphasized the Presl- 
dent’.s belief that Cuba is £ 
.factor in the United Statc.s-So- 
viet relationship. 

Speaking of the dangers that 
rouM result from the rebel 
raids, Mr. Kennedy cnticizcci 
raiding b«‘causo *’it la not eon- 
trolled, no one in a pn.sition| 
of responsibility knows about | 
It. so that'it will bring reprisals! 
pos.sibly on American ships."'. 

"We would then be expectedj 
to lake military action to pro- 
tect our ships, which may bring 
counteraction.” he said. 

"I think that when the issues 
. of war and pc;u e hang in the 
balance, the United Slates Gov- 
erinnent and aulhontics shouldl 
^'■hen American territories arel 
being used have a pOsition of| 
some t onlro! on the , matter." 

Mr Kennedy said that hel 
wanted to contrast the raids — j 
thoujili he said that he under-! 
.stood the motives of the Cubans; 
eanying out the attacks — with 
the actions of other C’ldrans who 
havt* joined the United States 
Army. 

He said that 400 to iSOO nnem- 
bers of the exile brigade that 
participated in the 1961 Cuban 
invasion and were liberated last 
December had taken advantage 


_ff^oRe^c^nTTsl in UniLcci 
States armed forces. 

‘ Turning to orner Latin-Amer- 
fcan problem.^, Mr. Kennedy ac- 
knowledged that the Unitedij 


Isialej d;d not ^ave a 

I'ent poDry" on ieco^n)ziJ}fi re-1 
IgimeS tliat ha\'e taken power! 
Iforcibly, "becan.se the dreum- 
I stances sometimc.s are in-! 
! consistent." 

Referring .specifically to thcl 
lease of liiiatomala. where al 
ImilitaTy, regin'c Cook over last! 
Isimday. the Prcsitient said that! 
I he liad nr>t yet determined! 
IwJiether it v «mi(] ije in llie in-| 
jtercsL of the United States to! 
Irecognize the new regime at! 
|thi.s time. 

E.xile Accii.se.s I', S. 

A charge tinit Cubari.s have! 
r'never received real help froml 

■ the United States’ w-as madej 
lyesterday by a spoke.sman for! 
Ilhe Cuban Student Directorate, f 
Ian exile organization of formerjl 

■ Havana University students! 
|with headquarters in Miami. 

Luis Fernandez Rocha, secre- 
Jtary general for the group, is- 
Isued a statement in which he! 
|(]cciared that hi.s organization j 
"deniaiids that the Unitedl 


|5taie5 and the rest ot the freej 
Iwnr/d. rcragnigc oi/r right to 

|fight for Cuba's freedom." 

Mr. Kernaiulcz Rnciia asserted; 
Jthat efforts to overthrow the; 
Ircgime of Pi’cmicr Fidel Castro, 
‘•havo always ‘culminated in' 
labandonmeht, treachery and 
Ibrokcn promises.” 

I •'The Umti'd States has im- 
Ijustiv imposed imprisonment o 
l.sonu' of our Cuban leaders and 

■ .some ot tiiem arc still confined 
|to their iumies,” he .said- "Joint- 

jly wnlh Kn^and, -rne Unitedl 
Jstatvs ha.s effected a blockade! 
J-to stop the attacks against the! 
IConimunist regime in Cuba and! 

■ are, thu.s, strengthening thej 
ICommurHst position." 
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